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KENNETH J. HARASTY 66 SIR PERCIVAL PHILLIPS

Ken Harasty graduated from Redstone Percival Phillips was born in Brownsville on July 2, I1877. He
High School in 1966. After attending attended Brownsville schools until the age of fourteen when he lefi for
California State College, he began teaching Pittsburgh to work as an office boy for Philander C. Knox. At the age
at Brownsville Area High School in 1973, of seventeen, he began writing for Pittsburgh newspapers, and in 1901,
and continued for the next 34 years. he went to England and an writing for London newspapers as a
During his teaching career, he taught Earth special and war correspondent.  Throughout his career, he traveled

extensively as he covered seven different wars and conflicts including
the Spanish American War and World War I. During the First World
War, he served on the western front as one of England’s five official
war correspondents.  On March 31, 1920, he was knighted by King

- ; George V for “Services Rendered the British Government as
Advisor for the Underwater Robotics Team that traveled to four Correspondent Attached to British Headquarters in the Field.” Sir

N?;tional (;hampionships. He also coached basketball and assisted Percival Phillips continued to work as a foreign correspondent and
with the middle school band. covered the major stories around the world in the 1920°s and 1930's.
4 i He also served as a special correspondent to the British Royal Family
As a member of CNN/Turner National Faculty since 1993, he has and attended many coronation ceremonies of heads of state. He
presented workshops in several states and consulted on several accompanied the Prince of Wales during many world tours including
CNN/Turner educational programs and initiatives. He has also Canada (1919), India and Japan (1921-1922), and Africa (1928).

i and Space Science, Tech Science, World
Geography, Astronomy, Marine Science,
Gifted Explorations, and several other courses. He also served as an
advisor for the school newspaper, TV Lab, Academic Team, and

published educational articles in The Science Teacher magazine and
Cable In The Classroom magazine. His list of learning adventures
includes three weeks on the Pacific Ocean, including a dive on the
DSV Alvin to the floor of the ocean, and three weeks in Costa Rica
studying the tropical forests. He also studied the educational system
of Japan for three weeks as part of the Fulbright Memorial Fund. Ken
attended several NASA workshops and became a member of the
NASA Network of Educator Astronaut Teachers after being selected
as a semi-finalist for the NASA astronaut class of 2004. He was also
the first high school teacher to ever present a session to the TAA
Humans In Space Symposium which as held in Graz, Austria in 2005.

During this past year, Ken was a finalist for the Albert Einstein
Distinguished Educator Fellowship, and is currently serving as an on-
line instructor for graduate level classes in Ocean Science for the
American Museum of Natural History in New York, and continues to
conduct outreach activities for educators and the public for NASA
and for various other ocean related groups.




BAS Distinguished Alumni Awards




